
A worker surveys a community park off Silver Avenue that is being re-turfed. -Jason Stelnberg/S~ec~al to The Exan~lr~er Ily Sajid Fa~.ooq LJn~lcl. the  ag~.t>enienl., City 
SralF W ~ i t c l .  1:icltls will pity $4.5 niillion to 1.c11- 

~ ..~ ovate S i l v e ~  'I'ct.l.uce I'layg~.ountl 
i ~ n d  Gnl.field Sq11ut.r Park with 

On Montlav:rftc~.rioon, t l lc~.c~v; is  111c n c v  turf,  wliirh is rnadc L I I )  
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l~ i sh ,  gl'ccn, 1)ct . t i~tly level patch ol' 
;it.tificiiil tr11.1' 211 l~ ' i~ i i~l l~l i~l  S ( ~ L ~ L I I T  

~ ~ 

01't\vo that cxists i l l  'I'lre ('itv, v,ancl 
\vit 11 San Francisco's i~ikinloris rain 
ant1 fog, Rec~.eatio~l and 1'al.k ofii- 
cials were Iiopirlg to ~.e-Lul.l' Inorc 
popular fields. 

An exl)ensi\,c, cncleavol for :I 

department that is stl'uggling with 
budgetv,r~.y consl~~iiints sp~rr'l'ed a 
t)~lt)lic-p~.ivate pat . t~ ie~.s l~ip  with 
the nonprofit City Fields Founcla- 
tion, s tar ted  by Llie sons of Cap 
Foundcit I)onalti Fishel; to  rc-turf 
the two additional fields - Garf cld 
Square  and Silver 'ret.raco Park - 
eailier this ye;il: 

"\Ire want to c~ncour;ige a s  nluch 
play a s  possible for whoever. wnnLs 
to play," Susan Hirrcll of tlle City 
I2ielils I"o~~ndaLion said. 

i s i ~  I S  - .lohn. I(o1) ant1 
[ ( i l l  - ~ r c ~ v  111) plilyi~lg 011 St111 I*'I.;III- 
c.ist31) ficltls i~rid t.calizcd tllc ~lcscd li)r 
1 ) ( ~ 1 1 1 ~ 1 .  turf i l l  ' l ' l i (~  ('ily n~ l i t~n  r lroil. 
o\vn c.hiltl~,en s( t r~ . lc~l  ~ ~ l t ~ y i n g  soc.c.c,~: 
' 1 ' 1 1 ( ~  ~i~rr~rtl t~lion hati \\Yo [)c'ol)lc \V;l l l i  

11io1.t~ I I I ~ I I I  I i O  lit-111s 111 ' l ' l ~ c ~  C ' i L y  to 
t l t 3 1  e91.lnitic~ \vllic.lr c1nc.s Il:~tl t lic n.ol.st 
~ )o~ l io los  ; I I I ~ I  (li(, niost potc~nii:~l I ~ J I .  
i lsc5 :1I'1(*1. I lc-ing 11.c.novt11 c ~ l .  

(r!' :I !:!per. !T!' !.t,t.yt.l~~d ! iws and 
strnti, anti tlic l icc~.eation and 
1'ai.k l )c~) i i~ . t rncnt  will pay $1 )nil- 
lion ant1 tntrintain the t~c~~iovntccl 
I'icltls. C'onstl.~~c.tion on thc  t14~1) 

fieltls I ~ e p a n  o ~ i  ,July 5 and will be 
colnplctcd wit11 nca- stntliur~l lights 
hy Itrtc Septetnhel: 

The new arLiiicial lirlris look ant1 
feel Inore natural tlitin the artificial 
1ul.f known for causing in.iul.ies and - .. 

used by Inany professional sports 
tea l i~s .  'l'hc ne\v t u ~ f '  is also cun- 
sitiered safel  than nalural grass,  
according to l'atrick Hannan of 
the City Fields Foundation, partly 
I~ccause it is almost conlpletely level 
and drains water quickly. 

"The whole adage of t l ~ e  Astro- 
'I'nrt' of t he  i!)70s is not the same, 
ant1 that was  Llie i ~ n a g c  of thc 
NFI, football l)l:ryc~.s tearing up 
their Achilles bect~use  of the turf, 
I I L I ~  that  is not the ctlse today," 
saiti Iiosc\ hl;iric. I)<,nnis. s1)okr.s- 
wori1;rrl f i ) ~  I hcl ltc,c.~.c,;~lion ;rnd 1'al.I~ 
I)cy~;~~.t~iic~nL. 

'l'li(~ nc,w lic,ltls arcx t,;~sics~. to 
ni;rinl;~i~r ;IS wcll, ac.cording Io 1)en- 
Iris, l)c~c:~usc~ tli(1y (lo not ncv~tl to  I)c, 
cut atltl (,:in I:rst I'INIII I0 Lo I:! yc:rl.s, 
~vIicl.c~;rs a nar~il.;iI ~ I . ~ I S S  l i c , l t l  can I)(. 
wo1.n oul in Ivss I I I : I I I  a yc,;r~: 


